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An Introduction to the Luc and Lucie materials
a) These materials have been produced by a team of four educationalists and a professional illustrator to provide a four year comprehensive package to support the learning of French at KS2 for children starting to learn the language.  This team of educationalists, collectively known as the Clé Group, has a wide range of expertise and experience in language teaching across all sectors of education, including many years of primary teaching.  We have taken care to ensure authenticity in both content and illustrations.

b)  This is not a course book. The materials take an innovative approach, involving the pupils from the outset in the culture of France through the day-to-day life of a French family intertwined with a mysterious quest.

c) The approach helps to support the delivery of the Primary Strategy.  It incorporates elements of many curriculum areas such as Literacy, Art and Design. Music, Geography, History, Music, Design Technology, ICT, Numeracy, Drama and Movement.  This way of organising the learning moves away from the study of topics.

d) The contents cover all strands of the KS2 MFL Framework: Oracy, Literacy, Intercultural Understanding, Knowledge About Language and Language Learning Strategies.

e) The development of all four language skills throughout the four years will enable the children to progress with confidence up the National Language Ladder.

f) These materials have been extensively piloted in a total of nineteen schools in the London Borough of Enfield since January 2004 and have been revised in response to feedback from teachers and pupils.

g) Two members of the team have trialled the materials in schools and their experience has helped to inform the development of the package.

KS2 Framework Objectives Grid
The grid included in each pack shows how the framework objectives have been covered.  For easy reference the KAL and LLS strands have been numbered.
Organisation of Materials
A narrative of fifteen episodes concerning the adventures of twins, Luc and Lucie, provides the context of the learning.  The materials were originally divided into fifteen hard copy packs with teacher guide/notes, French and English readers, big picture, phrase book (sometimes a board game/map) and a CD, but are now in electronic format with the following headings:

Year 3

1 Le quatorze juillet

2  Chez les Boulanger

3  La colonie de vacances

     Year 4

4  La Rentrée

5  Noël
6  Sports d’hiver

7  Charmante la Forêt
     Year 5
8  Thoiry

9   Mardi Gras*

10   Pâques*

11   Paris/La Fin du trimestre
     Year 6
12    Madagascar

13    Tunisie

14     Canada

15     Martinique**
*The activities for these packs can be used at the appropriate time of year although the narrative is sequential.

**Martinique does not have a teacher guide/notes, readers, etc.  It just has a narrative in English.
Contents of the packs:
Teacher guide/teacher notes containing:

Overall match to QCA

Lesson plans

Activity sheets

Resource sheets

Framework objectives’ links

Assessment sheets

Flashcards

Songs and poems

Language activities

Big picture

Reader in French*

Reader in English
Word/phrase book**
Audio files produced by a French native speaker and French children to give help with the pronunciation of all the French words/phrases used in this package – in the lesson plans, French readers and phrase book – and some additional songs to be used by the teacher personally or played to the pupils are included.
*The French readers are to be found on the website -http://bcclanguages.co.uk/ - both at the end of each pack (with the English reader) and under French/fiction. The French readers have accompanying audio files.  
** The phrase book is to be found under French/Word and phrase booklet.  It has an accompanying audio file.
Interactive resources are to be found at the end of each pack.

Guidance for teachers/Teacher notes
These materials are flexible.  The different learning activities can be used according to the teacher’s wishes, the pupils’ interests and the lesson time available.  At the back of the pack you will find photocopiable sheets relevant to the learning.  Where appropriate, background information and additional language activities are provided.  Audio files of all French input accompany each pack. 
The English reader
Read the story first.  The adventures of Luc and Lucie are divided into episodes which can be read to the class by the teacher prior to the introduction of the French.  Emergent readers can follow the text as the teacher reads.  The story book could be sent home for parents to read aloud with the children.  This provides the context for the learning and can be used to reinforce aspects the class is currently covering as part of the Literacy Strategy.  It is a good idea to get the pupils to recall the story at the start of each French lesson.  The story traces the experiences of children throughout the year in France, highlighting specific cultural festivals and activities and including four different geographical areas.  Alongside these experiences the children are following a quest and trying to solve puzzles.
The French reader
The readers are all in French.  They have been written to link with each episode of the story and to develop listening and reading skills.  At first the sentences are short and develop in complexity as the pupils make progress in their language competence.

Suggestions for use
1 Read it aloud to the class or play the audio file
2 Ask children if they recognise any of the phrases or words
3 Point out the association of letters and sounds using the French alphabet

4 Ask children to access meaning of unknown words using prior knowledge

5 Give individual children the opportunity to read aloud

6 a) Ask children to spot a specific word on a page e.g. ‘couleur’ on page 5 of Reader 1

   b) Read a specific sentence in the book and ask the children to give its page number

7 Grammar – copy a page and ask children to highlight/underline parts of the speech e.g. nouns, verbs and adjectives

8 Dictionary work

The Big Picture
Use the big picture to support the story and to present new learning.  It provides opportunities for question and answer work and use of descriptive language.  Aspects of the culture can be discussed in English.  The big picture can be used for display purposes, with relevant labels and questions in French.
The Phrase/word book
It is a useful tool too for reading and writing for real audiences, e.g. pupils in partner school
