Unit 20 Unsere Welt (our world)
Learning Objectives:
Pupils find out about the Rhine and geographical features of the countries it flows through.  They learn how to say what the weather is going to be like.  They combine their knowledge into a plan to explore an imaginary river and present their journey to an audience.  Phonic focus: eu and ä.
	Section 1 – week 1.
Learning objectives:

Pupils recall and say the names of continents with good pronunciation, understand that proper nouns can be different in German, understand the notion of gender for proper nouns such as rivers and continents and recognise the phoneme-grapheme correspondence of eu.
	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Revise questions and answers that pupils know – see unit 19.

Display a world map where the continents are clearly outlined.  Point to each continent and introduce its name, i.e.:
Europa Europe

Afrika Africa

Südamerika South America

Nordamerika North America

Asien Asia

Australasien Australasia

Antarktika

Repeat names quickly/slowly/loudly/quietly to practise pronunciation.
Schnell/langsam/laut/leise

Display outline shape of each continent.  Ask the class to look at the world map and see if they can identify the individual shape of each continent.  Encourage pupils to give answers in German.  Divide the class into 2 teams to play Findet das Bild (Find the Picture).  One pupil from each team comes to the front.  Call out a continent and the first pupil to touch the correct outline wins a point for their team.

Display the word Europa and highlight the eu sound.  Pracitse saying the word and then display a number of other words containing the eu phoneme, e.g.:
Euro

Eule owl

Neu new

Leute people

Heute today

Teuer expensive

Invite pupils to say the words in pairs and then practise as a whole class.

Before displaying the names of each continent on the board, give pupils the opportunity to have a go at writing them independently.  Display the words on the board.  How accurate were the pupils’ first attempts at spelling these words?  Discuss differences in pronunciation between English and German.

Explain to pupils that much of the focus of this unit will be on rivers of the world.  Can they name any in English?  Display the names of a selection of rivers and model pronunciation.  Pupils repeat.  Suggested rivers:
Der Nil

Der Ganges

Der Rhein

Der Jangtsekiang

Der Amazonas

Die Donau

Die Themse

Die Seine

Der Murray

Der Mississippi

Explain the notion of gender for named  rivers.  Which of the rivers are masculine and which are feminine?  What clue would pupils be looking for?  Establish that the definite article (der/die) is the clue.

Challenge the class to see how many continents and rivers they can recall in German.

As extension pupils could label a map of the world, writing the names of the continents from memory.


	Early Start 2 Ch 17

	Add:  Was ist dein Lieblingsschulfach?
Oi-rope-a
Af-reek-a
Seud-amer-eek-a
Nord-amer-eek-a

Ah-zee-en

Aus-trall-ah-zee-en
Ant-ark-teak-a
Sh-nell/lang-zam/lout/lie-za
Sounds a bit like the English “Oi!” or the sound in the English words “toy” and “ahoy”.
Oi-roh

Oi-la
Noy
Loi-ta
Hoy-ta
Toy-er

Throughout the week give pupils the opportunity to identity and name the continents in German.
Pupils could explore the course of some of the rivers mentioned in this section.
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	Section 2 - week 2.

Learning objectives:

Pupils label rivers and continents on a map and say which continent a river is in.


	Resources
	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Revise names of rivers and continents from the last section.  Play a simple matching game by writing on the board a selection of the rivers on the left-hand side and continents on the right.  Call out the name of a river, e.g. der Nil, and ask the question Wo ist der Nil? To elicit in Afrika.
Display the sentence Der Nil ist in Afrika (The Nile is in Africa) and read it aloud.

Display the answer to another question, e.g. Wo ist die Themse? And the class to chorus Die Themse ist in Europa.

Invite a few pupils to come to the front to make a human sentence using large individual word cards, e.g. Der Ganges ist in Asien.  Ask volunteers to read the sentence aloud.  Continue building human sentences with different rivers and continents.  Alternatively, pupils continue this activity by building sentences with word cards in pairs or small groups.

Play Pelmanism.  Write the names of rivers and continents on individual cards. You will need to ensure that there are enough “continent cards” for each river.  Colour-code the cards, e.g. blue for rivers and green for continents.  Place the cards face down on the board.  The first child comes to the board and turns over a river card and a continent card.  The class build a sentence using the 2 cards, e.g. Der Nil ist in Europa.  If the river and continent do not match, the cards are replaced.  If they do match, the pupil keeps the cards.  Continue the game until all the pairs have been found.  Confident pupils may prefer to build the sentence without the support of the whole class.

Give pairs of pupils a copy of a map of the world where the continents are clearly outlined. Show them how to write a label that links a continent with the appropriate river, e.g. der Murray ist in Australasien.  Pupils write their own labels and then share their maps with another pair.


	
	Voh isst dare neal

Voh isst dee tem-za
Throughout the week play Pelmanism matching rivers with continents.
Throughout the week, give pairs/small groups of pupils word cards with which to build sentences about rivers and continents.

Throughout the week, encourage confident pupils to take the role of the teacher and ask the class, for example, Wo ist der Mississippi?
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	Section 3 - week 3.

Learning objectives:

Pupils understand the main points in a non-fiction text, use detail from a text to complete a chart and begin to be able to describe the longest, the biggest.


	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Explain to pupils that they are going to be looking at a text about rivers.  Display the text and read it/listen to it aloud on the power point.  Stop at various points to check comprehension.

Die Flüsse der Welt
Jeder Kontinent hat einen großen Fluss.
In Afrika gibt es den Nil.

In Südamerika gibt es den Amazonas.

In Europa gibt es die Donau.

Der längste Fluss Deutschlands ist der Rhein.

Der Rhein ist 1,320 Kilometer lang.
Seine Quelle ist in der Schweiz, in den Alpen.

Er fließt durch die Schweiz, Deutschland und die Niederlande.

Der Rhein fließt durch Täler und große Städte wie Basel und Köln.

Er mündet bei Rotterdam in die Nordsee.

Ask pupils to name the main river featured in the text.  Note that it only occurs 3 times in the text.  Allow pupils a few minutes to discuss with their partner which word or words they think are used to substitute the name of the river, i.e. er (it), seine (its).
Look again at the list of rivers given in section 1.  Which rivers have masculine names?  Which have feminine nouns?

Show pupils the headings in the facts’ table below and ask if they can work out their meaning:

Name des Flusses

Die Länge

Die Quelle

Mündung

Große Städte

Andere Information

Pupils work in pairs to complete the facts’ table about the Rhine.  They feed back their answers and check them as a class.  Discuss which strategies pupils used to locate the information.
Display and read the sentence:

Der Rhein ist der längste Fluß Deutschlands.

Pupils in pairs discuss its meaning.

Show the following sentences:

London ist die größte Stadt Englands.

Der Amazonas ist der längste Fluß Südamerikas.

Do pupils notice a pattern?  Invite volunteers to underline patterns they have noticed, e.g. the s at the end of the country or continent, the te endings of längste and größte.

Display the following gapped sentences on the board:

Der Nil ist der…Fluß…

Madrid ist die...Stadt...

Ben Nevis ist der...Berg...

Provide the answers:

längste

größte

höchste

Schottlands

Afrikas

Spaniens

and give pupils time to complete the sentences on mini-whiteboards with a partner.  They then feed back their answers.  The last sentence is an extension sentence as it contains new vocabulary that pupils will have to work out.  More able pupils could be given the following to make into a sentence based on the above:

Mississippi, Amerika and der Fluß.                


	Ideas for language games document

	English translation:
Die Rivers of the World

Every continent has a big river.

In Africa there is the Nile.

In South America there is the Amazon.

In Europe there is the Danube.

The longest river in Germany is the Rhine.

The Rhine is 1,320 km long.

Its source is in Switzerland, in the Alps.

It flows through Switzerland, Germany and the Netherlands.

The Rhine flows through valleys and large cities like Basel and Cologne. 

It flows into the North Sea at Rotterdam.

If the description is about a river with a feminine name, such as die Elbe in Germany it would be sie and its would be ihre, e.g.
Ihre Quelle ist (its source ist)

Sie fließt (it flows)

Nahmah des flush-es

Dee leng-a
Dee kv-ella
Meund-ung

Grow-sa shtet-a
An-derah-in-form-at-tsee-own

Name of the river
Length

Source

Mouth of the river

Big towns

Other information

Throughout the week, play Repeat if it’s True with key facts about the continents and/or rivers, e.g Die Donau ist in Afrika, Bristol ist die größte Stadt Englands, der Nil fließt durch England
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	Section 4 – week4.

Learning objectives:
Pupils recognise and pronounce some geographical features and say what the weather is going to be like.

Re-read the text from the last section.  Ask pupils to give suggestions of the type of scenery during the river’s journey through the 4 countries. Teach pupils the following with picture flashcards:
Ein See a lake

Berge mountains

Wälder forests

Täler valleys

Felder fields

Ein Wasserfall a waterfall

Städte towns

Das Meer the sea

Encourage pupils to repeat each of the new vocabulary items after you.

Display a map of the Rhine’s journey and ask pupils to suggest what type of landscape they would expect to see in different places along the route.

Practise saying the countries that the Rhine flows through:

Die Schweiz

Deutschland

Frankreich

Die Niederlande

Take the opportunity to point out that many of the geographical features are in the plural.  Display the words:

Stadt Städte

Wald Wälder

Tal Täler

Land Länder

on the board and highlight the change from a to ä in the plural.

Explain to pupils that they will be leading a team on a journey down the Rhine:
Unsere Fahrt beginnt im Januar.  Wir werden den Rhein erkunden.

(Our journey begins in January.  We are going to find out about the Rhine).  They will need to compile and send out a document to the rest of their team, explaining what they will encounter.  Part of the information that will be needed for the journey is a weather forecast.
Revise weather phrases (units 7, 12 and 17), e.g. Es ist heiß, es regnet.  Demonstrate a weather forecast using symbols/picture flashcards on the board and the days of the week, e.g.:

Am Montag regnet es

Am Dienstag ist es kalt

Am Mittwoch schneit es

What do the pupils notice about the word order?  Show how the order changes when a time/adverbial phrase is used at the beginning of the phrase, e.g.
Es schneit becomes Am Mittwoch schneit es.  Pupils work in pairs to practise changing the word order with a day of the week and weather phrase.  Invite volunteers to demonstrate a weather forecast to the class.

As extension, challenge the class to see how many continents, landscape features and weather forecast phrases they can remember in German.

	Resources

	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
The Rhine flows through four countries - Switzerland, where it originates in the Alps, Germany, France and the Netherlands (Holland), before emptying into the North Sea at Rotterdam.

Eyen zay

Bear-ga
Vell-der

Tailor

Feld-er

Eyen vasser-fahl

Shtet-a
Dass mare
Dee sh-veye-ts
Doych-land

Frank-rye-ch

Dee needer-landa
Shtat shtet-a
Valt veld-er

Tal tailor

Land lend-er

Uhn-zerah fahrt be-gint im yan-u-are.  Veer vair-den dane rhine air-kuhn-den

Am moantahg rayg-net es

Am deans-tahg isst es kalt

Am mit-voch shnight es

When talking in German about what the weather will be like, the present tense can be used, e.g.  Am Dienstag ist es kalt (Is is going to/will be cold on Tuesday).
Other time/adverbial phrases to talk about future weather are:

Nächstes Wochenende (nech-stes woch-en-enda)

Morgen (mor-gen).

Next weekend

Tomorrow

Throughout the week, pupils post a daily weather report in the classroom/main entrance, e.g. Heute ist es sonnig.  Morgen ist es windig.

(hoytah isst es zon-ich.  Morgen isst es vind-ich).

	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section
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	Section 5 – week 5.

Learning objectives:

Pupils read and understand a short text and read aloud, focusing on the pronunciation.


	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Quickly revise the countries, continents, geographical features and weather phrases from previous sections by giving pupils a minute to tell the person next to them as many continents in German as they can.  Repeat with the other categories.
Show pupils the map of the Rhine again.  Remind them that they are leading a team on a journey down the river.  The journey is going to take 5 months and they will need to explain to other members of their imaginary team what they will see each month and what the weather is going to be like.

Pupils work in groups.  Give each group copies of symbols/picture flashcards showing the correct features for each part of the journey, e.g. mountains and snow.  Explain that these show what they will encounter each month on their journey, and choose 2 of the symbol/flashcards to talk through:
Die Quelle des Rheins ist in der Schweiz in den Bergen.  Im Januar schneit es in den Bergen.

Give out text cards for stages 1-5 to each group and ask pupils to match them with symbol/flashcards and put them in the correct order.
Pupils read their texts aloud to each other.  Encourage them to comment constructively on each other’s reading and pronunciation.  As a class, establish the correct order of the text cards.


	
	Dee kvell-a des rhines isst in dare schveye-ts in dane bear-gen.  Im yan-u-are shnight-es in dane bear-gen
English translation:

The Rhine’s Journey

1 The source of the Rhine is in Switzerland, in the Alps.  In January it is going to snow in the mountains.

2 In Switzerland there is a big waterfall in the Rhine.  The Rhine flows through forests.  In February, it is going to rain in the forests.

3 The Rhine flows through a lake in France and, in Germany, through a big valley.  In March, it is going to be windy in the valley.

4 The Rhine flows through big towns in Germany like Basel, Cologne and Düsseldorf.  In April, it is going to be sunny in the big towns.

5 The Rhine flows through fields in the Netherlands.  In May, it is going to be hot in the fields.  The Rhine finally flows into the North Sea.

Throughout the week pupils answer the register with a sentence about the weather, e.g  Im Januar ist es kalt.
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	Section 6 - week 6.

Learning objectives:

Pupils produce a non-fiction text for display, apply language to a new context and present information in a variety of ways.
	Resources
	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)
	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Play the Human Sentence game with a number of sentences, e.g Der Rhein fließt durch einen See und durch ein großes Tal.  Im März ist es windig im Tal.  Cut up each sentence into separate words and challenge groups of pupils to reorder the words correctly.  Ask each group to read their sentence aloud before putting the sentences on the board.
Tell pupils that they are going to use this lesson to plan their own exploration of an imaginary river.  This can be done as a poster for display or made into an oral presentation.  Remind them that, for each part of the journey, their team will need information on geographical features and what the weather is going to be like.  

As a class write the first paragraph about an imaginary river together, e.g.:
Unsere Fahrt beginnt im + month

Wir werden den …Fluss erkunden.

Der…ist in + continent.
Der…ist der längste Fluß + continent.

Der…ist …Kilometer lang.

Die Quelle des…ist in + geographical feature.

Der …fließt durch + geographical feature.

Im + month + weather + geographical feature.

Some pupils could replace the river’s name with er (it) after the first sentence.  Some pupils need only create a journey that lasts 3 months instead of 5 months.  A gap-fill or writing frame text could be provided for those pupils who need extra support.

Write the final sentence together as a class, e.g Schließlich mündet der…in die Nordsee.

Pupils can present their river journeys to their own or another class or during a school assembly


	
	.

To make it easier to give a name to the imaginary river, it could have a colour or animal name in front of the word Fluß, e.g. der Blaufluß, der Katzefluß

If pupils have made posters, make these into a classroom display.

If the school has a German speaking partner school, the class could email photos of their presentations or present their work via a videoconferencing link.
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