Unit 17 Die vier Jahreszeiten (The four seasons)
Learning Objectives:
Pupils learn to describe seasons in the context of a poem “Der Frühling kommt wieder” and the music from Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons”.  They also learn to talk about what the weather was like.  Phonic focus: ö, ü, ä, w and ch.  
	Section 1 – week 1.

Learning objectives:

Pupils pick out key words when listening to a song, remember how to write the date and create sentences linking months to seasons.


	Resources
	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Revise known questions and answers – see unit 15.

Play a recording of a song about the months.  Each child stands up when they hear their birthday month.
Display picture cards for each season.  Say each season:

Der Winter (winter)

Der Frühling (spring)

Der Sommer (summer)

Der Herbst (autumn)

and ask pupils to repeat.  Mime a season and ask the question Welche Jahreszeit? (Which season?).
Ask for volunteers to repeat this activity.  This can then be done in pairs.

Before showing the written words for the seasons, challenge pupils to write the seasons from the sounds they hear.

Display the written words for the seasons and highlight sound/spelling links.  Allow pupils a short time to whisper the words to their partner before inviting volunteers to have a go at reading them.  Allow them the opportunity to have another attempt at writing the words, using the “Look, say, cover, write, check” method.

Make 4 statements about months of the year and which season they are in, e.g.:

Der April ist im Frühling

Der August ist im Sommer

Der Oktober ist im Herbst 

Der Januar ist im Winter

Ask pupils what they have noticed about how you say in winter, in summer, etc.  Write the word im in front of each season on the board and draw attention to the fact that it is im rather than in. 
Tell pupils which season your birthday month is in, e.g. Mein Geburtstag ist im Herbst (My birthday is in the autumn).  Ask individual pupils to identify the season of their birthday month, e.g. Wann hast du Geburtstag?  Mein Geburtstag ist im Winter.  Accept Im Winter from some pupils. 

Revise numbers 1-31 by playing a variety of counting games. 

Revise how to say the date (see unit 3 section 5), e.g.:
Welches Datum haben wir? (Wir haben) Freitag, den achten. Januar

Display a range of dates on the board and read one out, e.g. (a) den 7. April.  Pupils have to identify the date you have selected by saying the letter next to it.

Working in pairs or small groups, pupils revise saying their birthdays.  Perform a Mexican wave, where pupils in turn say their birthday.  This can be timed to add a further challenge.

Display picture cards for each season, numbered 1-4.  Ask pupils to identify the picture card for the season of their birthday month, e.g. Mein Geburtstag ist im Winter.  Das ist Nummer 3.

Set up a class “speed challenge”, where pupils order the months of the year against the clock.  This can be done in pairs with word cards, as a whole-class interactive activity or as a team game with 2 sets of word cards on the board (on 2 different halves of the board).
The months could also be ordered alphabetically.  Ask 6 volunteers to come to the front of the class and give each a word card (for the first 6 months of the year).  After they have ordered them, choose another 6 pupils to do the same for the remaining 6 months of the year.

In small groups, pupils divide a hoop into quarters to represent the seasons.  They put word cards for each month into the correct season.  Take feedback from the class.

Pupils take it in turns to select a card from a pile in the middle of the hoop and make a sentence, matching the month to the correct season, e.g. Der April ist im Frühling.  Ask pupils to say which words/months they find easy/difficult to remember and why.

Play Galgenmännchen (Hangman) to revise the months and the alphabet.


	Hey Hey Hallo 2 pg 8
The German for Use in Everyday Primary Classroom Situations booklet.

Hey Hey Hallo 2 pg 10
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	Vin-ter
Frew-ling
Zom-mer

Hairbst
Vel-ches yahr-es-ts-eyet (Remember the ch is pronounced like the ch in the English word “loch”)
All months are masculine, e.g. der August.
The word im in the phrase im Winter is a contraction of the phrase in dem (dative case).  Der becomes dem in the dative and when used in this context with in, can be shortened to im, e.g. im Sommer, im Frühling.
Mine ge-buhrts-tahg isst im hairbst
Van hast do ge-buhrts-tahg
You can also say Wann ist dein Geburtstag?

Vell-ches dah-tum hah-ben veer (veer hah-ben) fry-tahg dane ahch-ten yan-you-are
Dane zeeb-ten ap-rill
Mine ge-buhrts-tahg isst im vinter. Dass isst nuhm-er dry
Throughout the week, write and read aloud the date everyday.
As a P.E. warm-up, display a picture card or text card for each season around the hall.  Call out a month and pupils run to the correct season.
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	Section 2 – week 2.

Learning objectives:

Pupils pick out detail from spoken sentences, understand how a simple sentence is written, build sentences using text cards and write some weather phrases from memory.


	Resources
	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section


	Revise weather phrases in the present tense, e.g. Es ist sonnig (see unit 7 section 3) using picture and then text flashcards.  Have the picture flashcards on the board in random order, say the different types of weather and pupils repeat.  Play a team game having 2 sets of text cards on 2 different desks at the front of the class.  The first team member who sticks their text card next to the picture flashcard on the board, when you have said the weather in German, gets a point for their team.
Show a map of Germany, Austria or Switzerland and display a text similar to the following:

Letzten Winter war ich in Berlin.  Es war kalt. (Last winter I was in Berlin.  It was cold).  Read the sentence aloud, pointing to the relevant part of the map, and invite pupils to talk to a partner for a minute and discuss what they think it means.  Are there any clues in the sentence to help them work out if the sentence is in the past, present or future?  Take feedback and explain that you were talking about something that has already happened – something in the past.  Highlight letzten, ich war and es war in red.

Teach the weather phrases in the imperfect tense, e.g. Es war heiß.  The 2 exceptions are Es regnet and Es schneit.  They become Es regnete and Es schneite.

Play Pelmanism as a team game, using sets of picture cards and text cards showing the known weather phrases (See unit 7 section 3)  There should be 2 sets of picture cards, one set on red background to indicate the past, and one set on a blue background to indicate the present.  There should also be 2 sets of word cards, one set displaying phrases in the present tense, e.g. Es ist sonnig, and one set displaying phrases in the imperfect tense, e.g. Es war sonnig.  The aim is to find the corresponding picture and text cards.  For example, a picture of a thermometer showing a low temperature on a red background would go with the text card Es war kalt, while a picture of a thermometer showing a high temperature on a blue background would go with the text card Es ist kalt.  Invite a member of one team to come to the front and choose the correct picture and text card in German for, for instance, It was windy.  If they get it correct, they gain a point for their team.
Re-read the text Letzten Winter war ich in Berlin.  Es war kalt.  Underline the words Winter, Berlin and kalt.  Invite pupils to suggest alternatives for these words and demonstrate on the board how these can be substituted to create a new set of sentences.  Get individual pupils to read out the sentences.  See if any pupils can add connectives to the sentence, i.e. und or aber (and or but).

Pupils, working in pairs, can write their own sentences, substituting alternatives for the underlined words on mini-whiteboards.  Select some pairs of pupils to read out their sentences.

Play Wisch die Tafel ab (Wipe the Board).  Write 6 numbered weather phrases on the board, 3 in the perfect tense (es war) and 3 in the present tense (es ist).  Give pupils time to read and re-read them.  Roll a dice and cover the phrase that matches the number on the die.  A volunteer comes to the front to write the weather phrase on the board from memory.  Reveal the covered phrase and check.  If the phrase written from memory is correct, rub out the original phrase.  The aim of the game is to rub out the 6 original phrases.  Pupils can go on to play this in pairs, using mini-whiteboards.  Those needing extra support can select the correct phrase from a selection of text cards, rather than writing it.

	Little Linguist do a map showing all 3 countries.


	Let-sten vin-ter var ee-h in bear-leen.  Es var calt

The phrases Ich war in Berlin and Es war sehr kalt are in the imperfect tense.  In German, the imperfect tense is often used in narratives.
Es reg-net-a/es sh-nighta
Everyday ask what the weather is like:

Wie ist das Wetter heute?

(What is the weather like today?) vee isst dass vet-er hoy-ta
Pupils reply with Es ist sonnig, es ist wolkig, etc.
Then ask what the weather was like yesterday:

Wie war das Wetter gestern?  vee var dass vet-er guess-tern
(What was the weather like yesterday?) 
Pupils reply with Es war sonnig, es regnete, etc.

N.B. If you want to use heute and gestern in the answers, there is inversion of the verb and personal pronoun in German:

Heute ist es kalt (Today it is cold).

Gestern war es windig (Yesterday it was windy).  The verb always comes second in a sentence in German.
You may wish to create 3 colour-coded posters for display - Vergangenheit (fer-gang-en-hight) (Past) in red, Präsens (pray-zens) (Present) in blue and Futur (foo-tuhr) (Future) in green, which

help pupils to spot clues as to the tense in which a sentence is written. These can contain time phrases that can be referred to whenever pupils are focusing on tenses.  The colour codes can also be used to annotate or highlight text.
Vergangenheit 

Gestern (guess-tairn) yesterday

Letzte Woche (let-tsa vocha) last week

Letztes Monat (letst-es moan-aht) last month

Letztes Jahr (letst-es yahr) last year

Letzten Sommer (letst-en zom-er) last summer

Präsens

Heute (hoy-ta) today

Jetzt (yetst) now

Futur

Morgen (more-gen) tomorrow

Nächste Woche (nechsta vocha) next week

Nächsten Monat (nechsten moan-aht) next month

Nächstes Jahr (nechst-es yahr) next year

Nächsten Sommer (nechsten zom-er) next summer

Vish dee ta-fel ap

	O5.3
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	Section 3 – week 3.
Learning objectives:

Pupils identify key features of a spoken and written text and choose words, phrases and sentences for a class poem.
	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Revise seasons and months by repeating a game from section 1 or 2.  Ask pupils when their birthday is, eliciting the month rather than the season, e.g. Mein Geburtstag ist im Januar.
Tell pupils they are going to listen to a poem called Der Frühling kommt wieder (The Return of Spring) with a chorus that includes the lines Klatscht in die Hände, Stampft mit dem Fuß (Clap your hands, stamp your feet).

With picture flashcards, introduce some of the key nouns:

Eine Schwalbe a swallow

Die Wiese the meadow

Ein Eichhörnchen a squirrel

Der Wald

Ein Frosch a frog

Der Teich the pond

Das Land the country/countryside

Say the nouns and pupils repeat.  Play picture flashcard guessing game as a team game.  Pupils have to guess the card you are holding.  If a pupil guesses correctly they win a point for their team and it is then their turn to choose a card and the game continues.

Der Frühling kommt wieder

Auf der Wiese heute Morgen
Sagte mir eine Schwalbe
Komm, komm, komm
Der Frühling zieht ins Land!

Klatscht in die Hände
Der Frühling kommt wieder.
Stampft mit dem Fuß
Der Frühling kommt wieder.

Im Wald heute Morgen
Sagte mir ein Eichhörnchen
Komm, komm, komm
Der Frühling zieht ins Land!

Klatscht in die Hände
Der Frühling kommt wieder.
Stampft mit dem Fuß
Der Frühling kommt wieder.

Am Teich heute Morgen
Sagte mir ein Frosch
Komm, komm, komm
Der Frühling zieht ins Land!

Klatscht in die Hände
Der Frühling kommt wieder.
Stampft mit dem Fuß
Der Frühling kommt wieder.

Read out the chorus, modelling when to clap hands and stamp feet.  Read it out again and encourage pupils to join in the actions.  Ask pupils if they can identify the season mentioned in the chorus.  Display the chorus and pupils read it aloud together.
Display the whole poem Der Frühling kommt wieder and read/listen to each verse in turn.  Pupils join in the chorus.  Ask pupils what they think the poem is about and which are the elements that change in each verse.  

Phonic focus: After reading the poem aloud draw pupils’ attention to the use of the umlaut and sounds such as ö, ü, ä, w and ch.  Give pupils opportunities to listen carefully and repeat.

Display one verse only and ask pupils to say any nouns that have one syllable or 2 syllables.

Display 6 lines from the poem in consecutive order on the board, with each one colour-coded.  Give pupils a selection of multi-link cubes or mini picture flashcards in corresponding colours.  Read out the poem.  When pupils hear one of the lines on the board, they take the cube/picture flashcard in the corresponding colour.  They then look at their cubes/cards and read aloud the lines in that order.

Some pupils may be able to learn the chorus or a verse off by heart.  If so, they can say it to the class.

Highlight the animal and habitat in each verse.  Ask pupils what strategies they can use to work out unfamiliar language in the poem.

Ask for suggestions of alternative animals and list these.  Bi-lingual dictionaries can be used.  Display an illustrated word bank of alternative habitats too.  Individually or in pairs, pupils choose a different animal and habitat to complete their own written verse for a class poem.  Provide differentiated writing frames, as appropriate.  Some pupils may prefer to use text cards to produce their own verse, instead of writing.
A different season and different locations for animals can be used as an alternative poem, e.g. Am Strand heute Morgen, sagte mir eine Möwe… (On the beach this morning a seagull said to me…).

	
	Eyena sh-val-ba
Dee visa

Eyen eich-hurn-chen

Dare vald

Eyen fraw-sh

Dare tie-ch

Das land

(Remember the ch sound in German.  It is like the ch in the English word “loch”)

Dare frew-ling comt vee-der

Clatsht in dee hend-a, shtamp-ft mit dame fuhs

The return of spring
In the meadow this morning

A swallow said to me

Come, come, come

Spring is on its way!

Clap your hands
Spring is coming again.

Stamp your feet

Spring is coming again.

In the forest this morning

A squirrel said to me

Come, come, come

Spring is on its way!

Clap your hands

Spring is coming again.

Stamp your feet

Spring is coming again.

By the pond this morning

A squirrel said to me

Come, come, come

Spring is on its way!

In the forest this morning

A squirrel said to me

Come, come, come

Spring is on its way!

Throughout the week practise reading the poem aloud.
Am sh-trand hoyta mor-gen zahg-ta meer eyena meu-vah…
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	Section 4 – week 4.

Learning objectives:

Pupils understand expressions of like and dislike and select adjectives to describe seasons.

	Resources
	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section


	Read out a selection of known nouns and adjectives.  When pupils hear an adjective, they clap their hands; when they hear a noun, they stamp their feet.
Revise the seasons by practising the mimes (see section 1).  Mime a season and ask pupils the question Welche Jahreszeit ist das?  (Which season is it?).

Play extracts from Vivald’s “The Four Seasons” and ask pupils to identify which season matches each extract.  They listen again and in pairs write down as many colours as they can which they associate with each season.

Ask pupils to suggest contrasting colours for summer and winter.  Write their suggestions on the board under the correct heading.

Introduce some additional antonyms.  Display picture flashcards in random order to illustrate:

Heiß/kalt hot/cold

Warm/kühl warm/cool
Hell/dunkel light/bright or dark

Froh/traurig happy/sad

Bunt/trüb colourful/dull

Unruhig/ruhig excited/calm

Lustig/ernst funny/serious

Ask volunteers to come to the board and match them up.  Use the matched pairs to introduce pronunciation of the new words and encourage pupils to think of a mime to aid memorization.

Pupils work in pairs to decide on adjectives to describe summer and winter.  Add these under the headings – Winter and Sommer – that are already on the board.
Play Ping-Ping with the antonyms.  “Bat” heiß to the pupils and they “bat” back kalt, etc.

 
	
	Velcha yahr-es-tseyet isst dass
Hice/calt
Varm/keul (as in the English word ‘lure’)

Hell/dunk-el

Froh/traur-ich

Buhnt/trewb

Uhn-roo-ich/roo-ich

Luhs-tich/airn-st

(Remember the ch sound in German.  It is like the ch in the English word “loch”)

Throughout the week play the Ping-Pong game with opposites and practise descriptions of seasons.
Pupils illustrate descriptions of the seasons for display.
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	Section 5 – week 5.

Learning objectives:
Pupils ask and answer questions, memorize a rhyme and repeat this with correct pronunciation and intonation and use tone of voice to help convey meaning.


	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Display antonyms from the previous section in random order on the board.  Write a number next to each one and ask pupils in pairs to write down the numbers of the matching words.  They feed back their answers.
Play a word association game, where you call out a colour and pupils reply with a season.  This could be played in pairs or groups.

Revise seasons and extend descriptions, e.g.:

Es ist heiß and es ist eine frohe, bunte und helle Jahreszeit.  Die Farben sind grün, gelb und rosa.  Welche Jahreszeit ist es?

It’s hot, and it’s a happy, colourful and bright season.  The colours are green, yellow and pink.  Which season is it?
Pupils listen and respond:

Sommer/Der Sommer/Es ist Sommer/Es ist der Sommer.

Show pupils the words of the text.  Ask for suggestions of what could be changed to do the same description but for, for example, autumn.

Explain to pupils that they are going to prepare a performance where they will personify the four seasons and persuade others that their season is the best.  Revise some or all of the poem from section 3 and model selected lines that pupils will need for this activity, e.g. Komm, komm, komm/Der Frühling zieht ins Land!  Pupils then add their own adjectives to describe their season.  In groups of 4, pupils take on a different season and add their own adjectives.  Pupils feed back suggestions for seasons.  Model how these could be used with the structure Alles ist heiß/kalt/trüb (Everything is hot/cold/dull). 

As extension, qualifiers such as zu (too), ziemlich (quite) and sehr (very) could be used to add emphasis, e.g zu kalt, sehr heiß.

Pupils work with a talk partner with the same season to develop and practise their lines.  Encourage accurate pronunciation, intonation and rhythm.  Highlight the importance of gestures, body language and facial expression.

Those pupils who are representing summer and winter come to the front of the class and each group says their prepared lines, first for summer and then for winter.  When they have finished, the rest of the class decide which season they prefer.  Repeat the activity, with the autumn and spring groups coming to the front of the class.

	
	Es isst hice uhnd es issst eye-na froh-a, buhnt-a uhnd hell-a yahr-es-tseyet.  Dee far-ben zint grewn, gelp uhnd rose-a.  velcha yahr-es-tseyet isst dass
Al-es isst…

Tsoo/ts-eem-lich/zair
Throughout the week pupils practise their performance.
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	Section 6 – week 6.

Learning objectives:

Pupils memorize a rhyme and repeat this with correct pronunciation and intonation and use tone of voice and gesture to convey meaning.


	Resources


	Notes (including phonic focus and daily activities)


	KS2 Framework Objectives for the section



	Prepare a class performance based on the previous section.  You may want to incorporate the music from Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons” and include some movement, using repetitive language from the poem Der Frühling kommt wieder.
Some additional expressions could be given:

Ich liebe den Sommer/Winter/Frühling/Herbst. (I love the summer/winter/spring/autumn).

Pupils work with their season talk partner from the previous section to create a script that they will use for their performance.  Display a writing frame on the board for support.

Pupils perform their play to an audience.  Film or photograph this with a digital camera.  Pupils later view the video or photographs of their performance.  They discuss and evaluate it, using the “two stars and a wish” formula to highlight achievements and suggest improvements for the future.

The video/pictures can be used to celebrate pupils’ achievements and to be evidence of progress.
	
	ee-h leeb-a dane

During the week pupils practise their performance in readiness for performing for an audience.


	O5.1
O5.4
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