Some Simple Activities to practise Naming the Planets in French 
Jo Rhys-Jones

Introduce the planets in French using the PowerPoint with sound files, clicking on each planet to replay the sound files as needed. Then practise by choosing and using some of the activities below. Any of these could also be used as a short 5-minute activity to reinforce the vocabulary and pronunciation through the week.
Listen and repeat – copy my voice Hold up picture flashcards or point to pictures on IWB to practise saying them.  Use high, low, fast slow, loud, quiet, happy, sad voices etc. for children to copy when they repeat them back. You could also extend this by asking them to do the opposite – i.e. if you shout a word, they have to whisper etc.

Repeat if it’s true – Point and say planet name as before but children only repeat if you are pointing to the correct planet. Play class against teacher with you scoring a point if they get it wrong and them scoring points when they don’t.
Complete the word Teacher starts by saying the first syllable of the word; children have to complete it, e.g. Mer_cure. Children could go on to play this in table groups or pairs.
Clap the syllables Practise saying the planet names and clapping the syllables together. Then clap a syllable pattern for one of the planets. Children to guess what is being clapped – Q’s to ask: what could it be? What couldn’t it be? Why? This could also be done in groups and pairs.
Order the planets Put the pictures up in a random order and challenge the children to practise naming the planets in order nearest to furthest from the sun and vice-versa. 

Touchez l’image (Touch the picture) Display pictures of the planets on the board and invite two children to play. Call out the name of a planet and the first child to touch the correct picture gains a point. To keep the rest of the class involved, secretly show them the written word before it is called out. Could be a team game if you swap children after they have had a couple of attempts. Appoint a scorer! 

To make it more exciting, try using flashcards blu-tacked to the wall and fly swatters to slap the correct picture!
