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Policy on Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)

1 
Aims and objectives

1.1 
In our school, we support the view that learning a modern foreign language is an entitlement for all pupils during their time in Key Stage 2. We are therefore committed to the principle that learning another language is appropriate for all children, whatever their ability or special needs. We will also seek to develop our curriculum so that teaching a foreign language is a normal part of it. We will do this for several reasons. Firstly, we believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language. Secondly, we also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language in question is acquired, and an advantage of introducing a new language at primary school is that children tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development and encourages a higher level of fluency. 

Extensive research carried out in Scotland and throughout mainland Europe has shown that younger pupils achieve better than 11 year olds in the following areas:

· The ability to identify sounds

· The ability to mimic

· The willingness to have a go and take risks

· Their enthusiasm and capacity for enjoyment

· The ability to develop confidence and positive attitudes to languages

Also, it is widely accepted that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life.
1.2 
Our main objective in the teaching of a modern foreign language at primary school is to promote the early development of linguistic competence and an understanding of other cultures. We believe that to accomplish this, we should help the children to do all of the following:

· familiarise themselves with the sounds and written form of a modern foreign language;  

· begin to understand a new language, and communicate in it; 

· make comparisons between languages; 

· learn about different countries and their people, and work with materials from different countries and communities, thus increasing their awareness of other cultures; 

· develop a positive attitude towards the learning of foreign languages in general; 

· use their knowledge of the foreign language with growing confidence, both to understand what they hear and read, and to express themselves in different ways;
· acquire, through all of the above, a sound basis for further study at Key Stage 3 and beyond. 
2
Teaching and learning style

2.1
We recognise that language learning in its broadest sense has three core strands - oracy, literacy and intercultural understanding.  We also recognise that children should be encouraged to apply their knowledge and that we should equip them with strategies for language learning that they can use in the future when studying another foreign language. As a result opportunities to develop knowledge about language (KAL) and language learning strategies (LLS) underpin the three core strands. This follows the five strands recommended in the Keystage Two Framework for Languages (DCSF)

2.2 
We base the teaching of languages on the guidance material in the Keystage 2 Framework for Languages and the QCA Schemes of work for MFL at Key Stage 2. We have, however, adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children. 
2.3
We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to engage actively in the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs (particularly action songs). We often use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language, and we also invite native speakers into the classroom and listen to recordings, in order to expose the children to more than one voice in the foreign language. We frequently use mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this teaches the language without the need for translation.

2.4
We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills. We use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching. Research has also shown that physical responses planned into lessons help to improve enjoyment, provide opportunities for reinforcement through actions, help memory through actions, increase confidence as movement and games can provide safe ways of speaking aloud and it helps learning through creating a positive atmosphere and kinaesthetic approach.


2.5
We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern foreign languages. We build children's confidence through praise for any contribution that they make in the foreign language, however tentative.
2.6
We allow for differentiation by:
· using peer support

· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· providing resources of different complexities, matched to the ability of the child.

· a range of questioning
2.7
We assess the children’s progress informally during the lessons, evaluating progress against the National Curriculum Attainment Targets of:

· Oracy
· Literacy

· Intercultural Understanding

· Knowledge of Language 

· Language learning Strategies

These are linked to the expectations and outcomes as described in the framework.

3
Organisation

3.1
We teach a foreign language to all children throughout Key Stage 2. Spanish is taught to children in years 3 and 4. French is taught to years 5 and 6. MFL is taught as part of the timetable in lessons of approximately 40 minutes long. When possible the language is taught by the class teacher. We consider this to be important as the teacher can follow up throughout the week providing the constant revision needed for effective language learning. This can take the form of short revision sessions or using the language learnt in other curriculum areas. For example registration time can be used to reinforce vocabulary already learned. 

3.2
When a class teacher needs support with teaching the language we use the expertise of other staff in the school to support the classroom teacher. When possible the class teacher remains in the classroom during these lessons with a view to developing their own skills and becoming more confident so they can eventually teach the class themselves. By being in the classroom during lessons they can also follow up during the week using the resources available in school.
3.3
There is informal reaching teaching of MFL at Key Stage 1. They have access to stories in French and Spanish and can learn simple nursery rhymes. They can learn to count in different languages and answer the register in different languages. These languages do not need to be restricted to French and Spanish and can reflect the many foreign languages that the children speak. 
3.4
In the final half term of Year 2 the children will be introduced to Spanish to help their transition to Year 3. The children will learn through games and singing using a visual, auditory and kinaesthetic approach to their learning.
4 
The curriculum

4.1 
French and Spanish are the modern foreign languages that we teach in our school.

 
The curriculum that we follow is based on the guidance given in the Key Stage 2 Framework for Languages and the QCA Schemes of Work for MFL at Key Stage 2.
4.2 
We teach the children to know and understand how to:

· ask and answer questions;

· use correct pronunciation and intonation;

· memorise words;

· interpret meaning;

· understand basic grammar;

· use dictionaries;

· work in pairs and groups to communicate in the other language;

· look at life in another culture.
· read and write simple words and basic sentences. 
5 
The contribution of MFL to teaching in other curriculum areas
5.1
There are many time constraints on the teaching of MFL and language is best learned if practised throughout the week and not just delivered in a weekly lesson. The use of other curriculum areas and registration time provides valuable cross curricular opportunities to continue the development of MFL skills. This can also work the other way round as learning MFL can also show insights into other areas of the curriculum.

5.2
English


The learning of a modern foreign language naturally contributes to the development of our children's listening and speaking skills. It also develops the children's grasp of linguistic features such as rhyme, rhythm, stress and intonation, helps them understand the concept of register (as required for the French tu/vous distinction), and emphasises the importance of knowing the role of different word types in sentence structure. Through learning the complexities of another language they also learn about the structures of their own language.
5.3
Mathematics


Children can reinforce their time-telling skills by playing time-related games in the foreign language. We play number games, too, that reinforce their counting and calculation skills, expand their understanding of date, and increase their knowledge about money.

5.4
Personal, social and health education and citizenship


One of the main benefits to the children of learning a modern foreign language at primary school level is a social one. Those children who have difficulty in reading and writing, but who have good aural skills, will often find that they excel at speaking in foreign languages. This success breeds confidence, which in turn increases self-esteem and gives them a more positive attitude to school in general.

5.5
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education


By teaching a modern foreign language, we contribute to the children's cultural education. They learn that many societies are multi-lingual. We teach them about festivals and customs related to the countries in which the language is spoken. We also give them the chance to hear stories set in the foreign culture.

5.6
Geography


The children are made aware of the position of the country (whose language is being studied) on a European and world map. They are introduced to some significant geographical features of the landscape and some towns. Through videos, books and other sources of information they develop their intercultural understanding.
5.7
Music


We teach children songs in the modern foreign language – both traditional and modern – which of course helps them develop a sense of rhythm and an ear for melody. We also play music by composers from the countries in question (e.g. Saint-Saëns's ‘Carnival of the Animals’ in the case of France).

5.8
Science


Children reinforce their knowledge of parts of the body through related games, such as a French or Spanish version of 'Simon Says', or 'Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes', or through related songs, such as the French-Canadian 'Alouette'. Scientists, technologists from the French and Spanish speaking worlds.
5.9
PE


Many of the games we use to teach children modern foreign languages are very active games that require fast reactions, e.g. French and Spanish versions of 'Simon Says' and 'Grandmother's Footsteps'. Take Ten en Francais is available for Year 5 and Year 6 to use as part of their 10 minutes of physical activity a day.
6
Modern foreign languages and ICT

6.1
The school uses a range of software to support language learning and the use of internet sites. We have a range of resources available through Espresso as well a range of communication methods through the interactive whiteboards that are in each classroom. The software and internet sites also provide access to native speakers speaking so that the children can hear the languages spoken correctly.
6.2
We also enable the children to use digital and video cameras, in order to record performances of songs, role-plays or mini-dramas.

7
Modern foreign languages and inclusion

7.1
At our school, we teach a modern foreign language to all children, whatever their ability. A modern foreign language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our modern foreign language teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child's different needs. Assessment  in Year 6 against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child's attainment and progress against expected levels in French.
7.2
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child's needs.

7.3
More serious intervention may lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to the modern foreign language.

8
Assessment for learning

8.1
The children are assessed continually throughout the year with the teacher giving feedback orally, through marking and through talking to individual children. The language ladder statements are on display in the classrooms so that the children can self assess as well. These statements are used to as part of the final assessment at the end of each year. 
8.2
Children are encouraged to give constructive feedback in order to improve their own and each other's work.
9
Resources

9.1 
Early Start has been bought to supplement the teaching of Spanish and French and provide progression. A list of useful websites has been put onto shared files and Espresso is used in all classrooms. Other resources are kept centrally in the resources room opposite the ICT suite. These include books in French and Spanish, music CDs, CD ROms, games, talking books, objects and artefacts, posters and DVDs. Teachers are made aware of what resources are available and are free to use them whenever they want.
9.2
The school has achieved full international school status and has enrolled on the British Council’s Global Gateway website to say we are prepared to work with other schools. Through this link we have worked with schools from France and Spain and a school in the Czech Republic. This is a resource that is in constant use.

10. 
Management and training

10.1  
Teacher’s have access to training in the teaching of MFL through:


Staff meetings


Use of specialist teachers for support



A range of courses which the MFL co-ordinator makes staff aware of

10.2   
Teacher’s are encouraged to apply for LECT and TIPD trips abroad to continue their own professional development.
11
Monitoring and review

11.1
Samples of children’s work are collected, photographs taken and videos recorded of MFL activities taking place during the school day.


The coordination and planning of the MFL curriculum are the responsibility of the subject leader, who also:

· supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping them informed about current developments in MFL.
· updates the school plan and writes a review each year of progress made. 
11.2
The governing body are kept informed of developments in MFL.
 11.3 
The co-ordinator will liaise with the local secondary schools, so that they are aware of the modern foreign language experience of our children when they move to the next phase of their education. The MFL co-ordinators from the local partnership schools regularly meet to discuss current initiatives and to share ideas and resources.
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