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Monitoring Good Practice in a 

Primary Modern Foreign Language lesson

The primary classroom is the ideal place to learn languages. The approach in every lesson is to use visual, auditory and kinaesthetic support, to be interactive and transactional engaging the interest of all pupils. Criteria for good practice in any subject will apply equally to languages, for example, use of an effective starter, sharing of the lesson objectives and the reviewing and fixing of learning in a plenary.

This checklist of characteristics of a good primary language lesson may be helpful when you are observing lessons and giving feedback to the teacher. Clearly, not all of these may be present in every lesson.

	Characteristics
	Observed
	Comment / Evidence

	The teacher radiates enthusiasm and demonstrates that is he / she is happy to be there.
	
	

	There is a good relationship between teacher and pupils and pupils to pupils. Appropriate praise is given and a supportive atmosphere is created where risks can be taken.  Good use is made of pupil “experts”.
	
	

	There are plenty of opportunities for pupils to use their knowledge of language. The balance between teacher and pupil talk should be about 60/40.


	
	

	New learning is always introduced aurally, with visual prompts, mime or other support before the written word is displayed.


	
	

	The key skills which are emphasised are speaking and listening with reading and writing gaining in importance as pupils become more competent. 


	
	

	Basic instructions are given in the target language with as much as possible used throughout the lesson. Teachers provide good models of language, either themselves or with the use of video and audio material.


	
	

	Extensive use is made of visual, auditory and kinaesthetic prompts, clues and activities. Games, songs, puppets and movement are often used.  Pupils are fully engaged and are enjoying themselves.  Displays of material and pupils’ work support learning.


	
	

	There are plenty of opportunities to hear and repeat new language several times.


	
	

	A variety of groups is used: whole class, pairs and individuals. At times small groups may also be formed, as appropriate for the task. 
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